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Our aims How are we funded?

Applicable production spend

Levy amount @ 0.25%  
(capped at £2500)Support the 

industry in 
measuring production 

related carbon 
emissions 

Encourage the 
reduction of carbon 
emissions across 

advertising 
productions

1
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Who supports AdGreen?
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What’s on offer to the ad production community

On demand interactive sessions 
for production and creative 

teams, and those in advertising 
interested in sustainability

Including downloadable 
resources guides for different 

roles and companies

SUSTAINABILITY TRAINING

REDUCTION RESOURCES

CARBON CALCULATOR INDUSTRY EVENTS

DATA LED INSIGHTS 
AND BENCHMARKING
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The Ad Net Zero Action Plan

ACTION 1 

Advertising Business 
Operations

ACTION 2 

Reduce Emissions from 
Advertising Production

ACTION 3 

Reduce Emissions from 
Media  

Planning & Buying

ACTION 4 

Reduce Advertising 
Emissions Through 
Awards and from 

Events

ACTION 5 

Harness Advertising's 
Power to Support 

Consumer Behaviour 
Change
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it’s

important

Why



To reduce carbon emissions



82% of executives say their 
organisations are concerned 

or very concerned about 
climate change.

Deloitte, 2021



To get ahead of carbon 
reporting regulations



The number of 
environmental, social, and 

corporate governance 
regulations and standards 
globally has nearly doubled 

in the last five years

EY, 2021



To generate new business 
opportunities



48% of organisations say 
they are encouraging or 
requiring suppliers and 

business partners to meet 
specific environmental-
sustainability criteria.

Deloitte, 2021



To save money for my 
organisation



46% of companies have 
seen improved financial 
metrics thanks to their 

organisational sustainability 
initiatives.

Deloitte, 2021



To improve company culture 
and retention



71% of employees and 
employment seekers 

surveyed say environmentally 
sustainable companies are 
more attractive employers

IBM, 2021



To up skill and create more 
work opportunities



Green job postings grew 
nearly twice as fast as the 

share of green talent between 
2022 and 2023

LinkedIn, 2023



What 

Next            started

Get





Activity areas

REMIND ME - WHAT GOES WHERE?

This chart shows which activities come under what area. You can 
easily enter information about things you know: how many meals 
you’re budgeting for, where you’re flying people from and to, how 
many days you’ll be in post. Benchmarks are also used throughout  
so you don’t necessarily need exact information that might be 
difficult to get hold of early in your production. A selection of 
activities can also be input by GBP spend, including generator and 
transport fuel, timber and flights. You can always update later when 
you have more details.

Home Working

Production Office

Non - Filming 
spaces

Other Spaces 
e.g. casting studios, 

fitting spaces

Location

Studio

Filming 
spaces

Travel and
transport

Road

Air

Boat

Rail

Freight

Couriers and 
Excess Baggage

Midscale Hotel

Economy Hotel

Luxury Hotel

Upscale Hotel

Average Size 
House

Apartment/Condo/
Flat

Large House

Accommodation Materials

Cardboard, Paper

Batteries

Glass

Food/Meals

Paint, Timber

Metal

Plastics

Cardboard, Paper

Batteries

Glass

Food/Compostable

Construction, 
Timber

Metal

Plastics

E-Waste

Textiles

General/Mixed

Disposal Post-
Production

Home Working

Post-Production 
Suite
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What you can measure…
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Who does what?
The different users in the 
carbon calculator

Principal Production Partners (PPPs) are 
a type of contributor. 

Third Party Production Partners (TPPPs) 
are another type of contributor. 

Reviewers are those not involved in 
organising any activities for the project. 



Calculate and compare

CHECK

the impact of one activity 
option against another 

a production footprint using 
information from a budget to 

establish a rough picture 

a project with finalised 
details from the production

DRAFT COMPLETE



The sphere of influence

The average production manager can only remove 15-20% of the carbon from a project’s carbon footprint*. 

AdGreen empowers organisations and individuals to follow the sphere of influence:

Ch
Unavoidable emissions that they 
will need to offset

Things individuals and 
organisations can do 

themselves, with the help of 
AdGreen’s resources, tools and 

training

Things they can influence by 
asking more of their team and 
suppliers

*According to data from BAFTA’s albert
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Update with final

10 gCO2e 
=
1 hour online meeting 
(per laptop involved)

288 gCO2e
=
An oat milk latte 
(add 110 gCO2e for a 
disposable cup!)

270 gCO2e 
=
250g of local, 
seasonal asparagus

15 KgCo2e
=
A low energy 5w bulb on 
for a year in a UK house

 

5 KgC02e
=
250g of asparagus 
airfreighted from Peru

300 KgCO2e
=
A 100w Bulb on for a 
year in a UK house

368 KgCO2e
=
Return economy flight 
from London to Glasgow

Carbon in context
As the idea of measuring carbon is relatively new to most 
people, here are a number of items and activities, and 
their relative carbon ‘cost’ to help put AdGreen’s data into 
context. All stats have been taken directly from, or derived 
from, the updated 2020 edition of How Bad Are Bananas? 
by Mike Berners-Lee. 

522 gCO2e 
=
A cows milk latte 
(add 110 gCO2e for a 
disposable cup!)

13 tCO2e
=
The average annual 
footprint of a UK citizen

7 tCO2e
=
The global average 
annual footprint
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Carbon in  
Context 
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The four activity areas

Trains, planes and automobiles… 
even helicopters and boats!  
And not just for people - for 

product too

TRAVEL AND TRANSPORT

Power for all non-filming, filming, 
accommodation and post 

production spaces budgeted for 
an advertising project, and the 

energy needed to run and charge 
equipment in them

SPACES

Set construction right down to 
paper, and all the water, drives, 

catering, batteries and costume in 
between

MATERIALS

Recycling, composting and energy 
recovery 

DISPOSAL

The mean (average) emissions split by activity areas across 515 
completed projects in 2022 

0.60%

12.39%

3.20%

13.69%

2.70%
5.09%

62.34%

Travel and transport
Accommodation
Post-production
Filming spaces
Non-filming spaces
Materials
Disposal

All spaces 24.6%





You’ll see that travel and transport activities emitted the most tCO2e, 
followed by powering spaces such as studios, locations, hotels, and 
post production suites. 

Materials comes next, and disposal is a very small piece of the pie. 
This trend follows across all of the different subsets we have looked 
at, albeit in in slightly different proportions, as you can see here. 
Travel and transport was the highest impact area in 55% of all 
projects (282 of 515).

Non-filming spaces

Filming spaces

Travel and transport

Accommodation

Materials

Disposal

Post-production

Which activities 
have the highest 
impact?

12.4%

0.6%

62.4%
5.1%

2.7%

13.7%

3.2%
19.1%

0.7%

41.8%
16.3%

4.1%

10.4%

7.6% 3.9%

74%
1.3%

3.6%

16.5%

0.6%
0%All Spaces 24.6%

Mean for projects 
1 tCO2e and under

Mean for projects 
100 tCO2e and over

223 tCO2e of travel and transport is due  

to air travel, almost 49% of the overall pie

Mean across  
all projects
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What about the really 
large projects?



Compare your own
Each organisation using the tool is able to download data about 
projects they are working on using the ‘Export to csv’ button on  
the calculator’s project view. Organisations can then make the  
same analyses, to see how they compare.

Showing 1-10 of 27 projects

Watch how to export your .csv data

ADGREEN Annual Review 22 The Insights 22

Compare your own
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TVC: Quorn ‘Animals’ 30”

Agency: adam&eveDDB 

Production Partner: MindsEye 

Release date: Sept 2022 

Reduction  
Case Study

Live action with puppetry, 1 day shoot on location

Quorn shared their sustainability policy, expectations were set 

MindsEye included sustainability considerations in their pitch 

adam&eveDDB used the carbon calculator early, to create a draft footprint 

Data revealed high carbon items: 

-  Set build 

-  Meat based catering 

-  Diesel generator 

Lower carbon alternatives were chosen instead (real location, vegan catering) 

Funds for a biofuel generator signed off by Quorn 

Footprint was updated and finalized 
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Perma Collective & McCann: 
Collaboration and renewable energy 
for Bosch

Murphy Cobb: 
Virtual Production for Reckitt

AMVBBDO:  
Virtual Production for Bupa

Makerhouse @ WPP: 
Little wins on ‘Little Journeys’ for Ford

More case studies
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Use the step by step guides
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Thank

YouFor more information, please contact info@weareadgreen.org


